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RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE 
The President of the Philippines

My warmest greetings to the Federation of School Sports Association of the Philippines 
(FESSAP) as it holds the 17th World University Golf Championships (17th WUGC).

Sports has always been helpful in developing competitiveness and camaraderie which are 
fundamental elements in nation-building. I laud the FESSAP for organizing the 17th WUGC 
which aims to bring together talented athletes from around the world to demonstrate and hone 
their skills in golf.

I am certain that this gathering will foster competitiveness among our young golfers as it 
promotes competence, solidarity and patriotism. Let our players nurture relationships with 
their peers and opponents so that they may embody the values of inclusion, discipline and 
perseverance.

I trust that the participants will compete wholeheartedly and fairly for their respective teams. 
May they always exhibit sportsmanship so that they will bring honor not only to themselves 
but to their localities as well.

I wish you a successful and memorable meet.



17TH FISU WUGC KICKS OFF IN PAMPANGA

The delegates of the 17th FISU World University Golf Championship pose during the opening ceremony at the Pradera Verde Golf and Country Club in Lubao, 
Pampanga on Tuesday. In photo are FISU representative Omar Al-Hai from UAE (seated center), Pampanga Gov. Lilia Pineda (fifth from right), Lubao Mayor 
Mylyn Pineda-Cayabyab (fifth from left), Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) Commissioner Ramon Fernandez (fourth from left) and Federation of School 
Sports Association of the Philippines (FESSAP) President Atty. Baldomero Estenzo (far right), and FESSAP Honorary President David Ong (at far left). 

The 17th World University Golf Championships officially 

kicks off on May 15 at the world-class Pradera Verde Golf 

and Country Club in Lubao, Province of Pampanga. The 

biennial competition is sanctioned by the International 

University Sports Federation (FISU) and organized by the 

Federation of School Sports Association of the Philippines 

(FESSAP).

Sixty-eight golfers from Australia, China, Chinese Taipei, 

France, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 

South Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, and host Philippines 

will test their mettle in the wide-green and long fairways 

Mike Singgaran-designed course. 

“I would like to congratulate each one of you for all of you 

are victorious. We hope everyone is happy and enjoying the 

time we spent together. On behalf of the organizing commit-

tee and the Federation of School Sports Association of the 

Philippines, I welcome you to the country and especially, in 

this very impressive golf course,” said FESSAP president 

Atty. Baldomero Estenzo, on Tuesday during his welcome 

remarks.

FISU representative Omar Al-Hai, a CISCA Chair from the 

United Arab Emirates, lauded the golfing venue as a “really 

respectable and something unique in the world.” Al-Hai 

wished for the success of the event and hopes to build 

camaraderie among the nationalities present.

The municipality of Lubao mayor Mylyn Pineda-Cayabyab, 

meanwhile, declared the official opening of the games. The 

ceremony was quickly followed by the hoisting of flags and 

the playing of FISU anthem.

Filipino player Jonas Christian Magcalayo, a college student 

from Mapua University, led the oath of sportsmanship while 

the oath of judges was led by Henry Arabelo. A street dance 

performance by selected students from the Pampanga 

Province entertained the locals and international delegates.

Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) commissioner Ramon 

Fernandez also graced the event in lieu of country’s president 

Rodrigo Duterte. “On behalf of our president Rodrigo Roa 

Duterte and the PSC, we welcome all the participants in this 

beautiful and world-class golf course here in Lubao,” 

Fernandez said. “The values we learned in golf are basically 

the same values we need to go through in life to be success-

ful such as discipline, perseverance, and honesty, among 

others,” he added. Plaques of appreciation were handed to 

Pineda-Cayabyab, Pampanga governor Lilia Pineda, 

businessman and philanthropist Rodolfo “Bong” Pineda, and 

Pradera Verde manager Proobalan “Mike” Singgaran.

FISU supports the World University Championship which 

represents the continuity of university sport and allows the 

federation to be better known. (FESSAP)

Lubao Mayor Mylyn Pineda-Cayabyab (second from left) receiving a plaque of appreciation from The 
Federation of School Sports Association of the Philippines (FESSAP) honorary president David Ong. Also 
in photo are FESSAP President Atty. Baldomero Estenzo (far left) and FESSAP Executive Vice President 
Robert Milton Calo (far right) (Photo by FESSAP)



OPENING CEREMONY PHOTOS





FORCES BEHIND 
THE MIGHTY CHINESE TAIPEI TEAM

Sixty-six student golfers from 13 countries are competing in 
the 17th FISU World University Golf Championship in Pradera 
Verde Golf and Country Club in Lubao, Pampanga from May 
16-19, 2018. 

Twelve medals are up for grabs in the individual and team 
competitions of the prestigious international tournament for 
university students.

One of the teams that is expected to do well is Chinese Taipei. 
Two years ago in France, Chinese Taipei won a silver and two 
bronze medals in the team and individual events 
competitions respectively. The team in this year’s edition will 
be coached by Chen-Liang Cheng for the men’s and 
Chie-Chen Yang for the women’s teams. Chen is a professor 
and coach at the National Taiwan Sport University while Yang 
is a professor and coach at the University of Taipei.

How were you selected as coach of the Chinese Taipei 
team for th 17th FISU World University Golf 
Championship?

Yang : I was selected because the members of the women’s 
team come from our university, University of Taipei. I was also 
chosen because I hold a B level license for coaching.

Cheng : Coaches in National Taiwan Sport University were 
ranked from highest to lowest. The highest ranked was 
chosen to coach the men’s team.

How were your student golfers chosen for the 
tournament?

Yang : Our women golfers played eight rounds to determine 
their ranking. The top-ranked golfers made the team.
Cheng : There was an elimination round for the men’s team. 
The top three made the team.

Is it your first time in the Philippines?

Yang : Yes.
Cheng : Yes.

How do you find the weather in the Philippines? Do 
you think it will affect the performance of your 
golfers?

Yang : It is hot. Our golfers say it is hot also. Our weather in 
Taiwan is similar but not this humid. I don’t think it will affect 
our performance. It is okay.

Cheng : Hot. But it is manageable. Our golfers need to drink 
more water and wear sun protection.

What can you say about the golf course in Pradera 
Verde Golf and Country Club?

Yang : I have not inspected the golf course because I attend 
meetings. But I think the greens are very good. It will be a 
challenge for our golfers. The course has many ups and 
downs.

Cheng : Short, green and not easy. Our performance will 
depend on the skills of our golfers.

Chinese Taipei won a silver and two bronzes in the 
2016 FISU World University Golf Championship in 
France. Do you expect to surpass your performance in 
this year’s WUGC?

Yang : Yes, I expect to win more medals (laughter). Some of 
our golfers are freshmen. But they are good.

Cheng : We hope to be in the top three in all the competitions. 
We will do our best.

Chinese Taipei will host the 18th FISU World Golf 
Championship in 2020. Will you use the tournament in 
the Philippines as an example to improve the 
tournament in your country?

Yang : Of course. That is why a lot of our officials are coming 
to observe.

Cheng : We will try our best to improve the tournament in 
Taiwan. Our organizers will be here.

What do you hope your golfers will learn from the 
tournament?

Yang : I hope they learn how to play well in an international 
tournament. I hope they all become professional golfers 
someday.

Cheng : Teamwork and experience. And also friendship from 
golfers from other countries.

Why is Chinese Taipei so good in golf?

Yang : We start playing golf early. Now we can see 
16-year-olds in the national team. Our universities also offer 
golf. We can major in golf.

Cheng : Our target is to become professional golfers. So we 
practice every day. Golf in Taiwan is offered as a course in 
universities. That is probably why many of our golfers are

good. (FESSAP / Eric Dimzon)



Swiss Henry Tschopp birdied his last three holes to 

lead by four-under 68 on Wednesday at the start of 

the 2018 FISU World University Golf Championship 

at the Pradera Verde Golf and Country Club in Lubao, 

Pampanga.

Tschopp came through with his lone bogey at the 

front nine with a run of gutsy pars before spiking an 

eagle on the par-5 12th, to lead by one stroke 

against Japanese Taisei Shimizu with 69 in the 

men’s division.

 “It was like an up and down a little bit. I started bad 

but I keep my patience and just relaxed,” said 

Tschopp after completing a routine par-5 on the 

502-meters 18th and putting himself in early 

contention in the 72-hole championship sanctioned 

by the International University Sports Federation 

(FISU)  and organized by the Federation of School 

Sports Association of the Philippines (FESSAP). 

“I hope I can keep the momentum.   Tomorrow (today) 

is a new day and I will just try the same strategy and 

maybe it works, maybe it doesn’t,” added  the 

 19-year - old Tschopp , who won the 2016 Swiss 

Season Championship. 

 Tschopp has been a member of the national team 

since he was 13.  He  won the  U nder- 12 Swiss 

Championship  and was  runner - up twice at the U - 14 

Swiss Championship.

Shimizu birdied two of the first three holes then 

bogeyed the par-5 No. 3. He  also had  birdies on Nos. 
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5, 8, 12, and 15 to rescue his late bogeys on 11th 

and 16th.

Matthew Cheung of Hong Kong gunned down two 

eagles and two birdies to negate his four bogeys 

and keep a solo lead at the third spot.

Filipino bet Jonas Magcalayo, as well as Jonathan 

Lai of Hong Kong, matched with a one-under 71 to 

force a four-way tie at fourth with Muhammad Razif 

of Malaysia, and Chao-Hua Lee of Taiwan.

In the women’s division, Elodie Chapelet of France 

and Hei Name Isabella Leung of Hong Kong shared 

the lead with 73 while Ana Paula Ramirez Perea 

carded a 74 for the third position.

Japan and Hong Kong, meanwhile, tied at first in the 

team event with Shimizu spearheading the 

campaign for the former with 69 while Cheung 

prompted the latter with 70.

France took the early lead in the women’s team with 

149 total followed by Hong Kong and South Korea at 

tied second with 150.

A total of 68 student-athletes from 13 countries are 

seeing action in the four-day tournament supported 

by the Department of Tourism, Tourism Promotions 

Board, Arena Lux Enterprise, Federation of 

Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 

Industry, Inc., Seascape Village and Aurora Securi-

ties, Inc.  (FESSAP) 



OFFICIAL LINE-UP 

MEN

Adam TSIAMIS

WOMEN

Jessica WIDARMA

MEN
Weizheng LI
Jiamao LIU

Guoqing SUN

WOMEN
Guoqing SUN
Meidan LONG

Jing WANG
Xiaoyun ZENG

MEN
Yi-Tong CHEN

Chao-Hsin HUNG
Chao-Hua LEE

WOMEN
Hui-Ting LIU

Cheng-Hsuan SHIH
Yi-Chia CHANG

MEN
Andoni ETCHENIQUE

Augustin HOLE
Hubert TISSERAND

WOMEN
Elodie CHAPELET

Charlotte LAFOURCADE
Laura VAN RESPAILLE

MEN

Sven HAFERKAMP
Julius HAUSMANN

WOMEN

Veronika DE BOCHDANOVITS

MEN

Matthew Hung Hai CHEUNG
Jonathan Ka Long LAI

WOMEN

Ching Man Jasmine CHEE
Michelle Wingyee CHEUNG

Hei Nam Isabella LEUNG

MEN
Daiki IMANO

Yuto KATSURAGAWA
Taisei SHIMIZU

WOMEN
Hui-Ting LIU

Cheng-Hsuan SHIH
Yi-Chia CHANG

MEN
Kangho CHA
Jaehun CHOI
Hanbyeol KIM

WOMEN
Minji KANG
Dasom MA

Yeonjung SON

MEN
Muhammad Zafran ABDULLAH

Sazanur Iman SALENIN

WOMEN
Nur Eliana ARIFFIN

Nurul Syahirah Afiqah
SAPARUDIN

Soot Yuet THAM

MEN
Emilio FLORES GARCIA

Emilio GONZALES RAMIREZ
Bruno TOSTADO LEAL

WOMEN
Maria BALCAZAR CASTILLO

Aracelly Maria JIMENEZ RIOS
Ana Paula RAMIREZ PEREA

MEN
Jonas Christian MAGCALAYO

Lanz William UY
Ruperto ZARAGOSA

WOMEN
Annika Victoria GUANGKO

Denize Angela PINEDA

MEN

Kyle Raymond DE BEER
David-Louis NORTJE
Emilio Amadeo PERA

MEN
Loris SCHÜPBACH
Henry TSCHOPP

Philippe WEPPERNIG

WOMEN
Christina GLOOR
Azelia MEICHTRY
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