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JAPANESE Daiki Imano sizzled with a bogey-free 

six-under 66 in the final round to win the men’s 

individual gold medal in the 17th FISU World Univer-

sity Golf Championship which concluded on May 19 

at the Pradera Verde Golf and Country Club in Lubao, 

Pampanga.

Imano, a member of the national team, tamed the 

golf course with six birdies including a gimmie birdie 

on par-5 18th to beat three-day leader Henry 

Tschopp of Switzerland in come-from-behind 

fashion.

“My brief stay in the Philippines was made memora-

ble with my victory today. I am really happy with the 

result,” said the 21-year-old Imano, a senior student 

taking up International Business at Nihon University. 

He completed a round of nines in another scorching 

day built on 33-33 for a tournament total of 278.

Counting his early 72, 68, and 72, Imano birdied the 

par-four No. 6 within 16 feet to highlight his remark-

able round.

Compatriot Yuto Katsuragawa, a member of Manila 

Southwoods that played in 71st PAL Interclub last 

March, trailed by two strokes to finish at second 

with an aggregate 280 on rounds of 74-70-67-69.

The Zurich-based Tschopp stumbled on par-4 No. 

16 with a double bogey after losing the ball on the 

right. The 19-year old Swiss national player from 

Zurich made five birdies and four bogeys for 74 and 

a four-round total of 281.

The double bogey on the 16th cost him the victory 

after leading the tournament for three days with a 

decent round on his first appearance at the par-72 

layout designed by golf architect Mike Singgaran 

carved inside the vast 495-hectare land.

JAPAN’S IMANO CAPTURES GOLD MEDAL

Daiki Imano of Japan

Henry Tschopp 
of Switzerland



Yuto Katsuragawa of Japan

Dasom Ma of South Korea

“I came here to win and not to get third that’s why I 

tried my best. I started well on the front nine up until 

the 16th hole. But, nevertheless, it was an awesome 

week and great tournament,” said Tschopp, an 

incoming freshman student at the Western Texas 

College. 

Jaehun Choi of Korea landed at fourth with 283 

followed by Japanese Taisei Shimizu

The Philippines’ Ruperto Zaragosa, runner-up in the 

recently concluded National Pro-Am held at Splendi-

do, trailed eight-stroke behind the leader at 286 to 

share the sixth spot with South African Kyle 

Raymond De Beer.

South Korea dominated the women’s individual 

event with a 1-2-3 finish. The Koreans also won the 

team title with 567.

Dasom Ma carded 282-aggregate, five strokes 

ahead of first runner-up Minji Kang, 287, and 

second runner-up Yeonjung Son, 290.

France captured the silver medal with 591 while 

Chinese Taipei got the bronze medal with 592.

Japan won comfortably by nine strokes over Korea, 

553-562, in the men’s team competition.

Sixty-eight golfers joined the 72-hole championship 

sanctioned by the International Sports University 

Federation (FISU) and organized by the Federation of 

School Sports Association of the Philippines 

(FESSAP).

The 17th World University Golf Championship is 

supported by the Department of Tourism, Tourism 

Promotions Board, Pradera Verde, Arena Lux 

Enterprise, Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry, Inc., Seascape Village, 

and Aurora Securities, Inc.
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MEN'S INDIVIDUAL WINNERS
Daiki Imano (center)  Yuto Katsuragawa (left) 

and Henry Tschopp (right)

WOMEN'S INDIVIDUAL WINNERS
Kang Munji, Ma Dasom and Son Yeonjung

MEN'S TEAM WINNERS
(L-R) Korea, Japan and Chinese Taipei

WOMEN'S TEAM WINNERS
(L-R) France, Korea and Chinese Taipei

17th WUGC PARTICIPANTS

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION
FISU Executive Board member Omar Al-Hai of United Arab Emirates (center) 
with (L-R) FESSAP Honorary President David Ong, Pradera Verde Manager 
Mike Singgaran, Pampanga Vice Governor Dennis Pineda, representing Lubao 
Mayor Mylyn Pineda, and International Golf Federation’s Nicholas Shan. 

2020 WUGC HOST
Chinese Taipei’s Ching-Tang Wang, Taichung 

City Sports Bureau Director General, waves the 
FISU flag during the turnover ceremony.

AWARDING CEREMONY



MARIUS ASERON: THE MAN BEHIND 
17TH WUGC’S SUCCESS

AS chairman of the 17th World University Golf Champion-

ship (WUGC) Organizing Committee, Marius Aseron is 

tasked to ensure the smooth running of the tournament 

which is sanctioned by the Fédération Internationale du 

Sport Universitaire (FISU).

In an interview with Eric Dimzon, the amiable Aseron 

shares his thoughts on the outcome of the world’s biggest 

golf event for student-athletes. 

Q: Why did you accept the position of WUGC 

Organizing Committee chairman?

A: We were in South Korea when Federation of School 

Sports Association of the Philippines (FESSAP) Chairman 

David Ong asked us to be part of the association. Since we 

are close friends of David, we all agreed. Besides, we 

wanted to help the youth through sports and FESSAP 

would give us that opportunity to help. Then David 

assigned me to be the committee chairman of golf. 

Coincidentally, the FISU gave the hosting rights of the 17th 

WUGC to FESSAP. So that is how I ended up as chairman 

of the organizing committee. 

Q: What did you find the most challenging in 

organizing the tournament?

A: Everything, most especially the funding. If you will notice, 

we don’t have major sponsors. David and the rest of us all 

turned out to be the major sponsors. Fortunately, we are 

friends with Bong Pineda. The Pinedas gave their all-out 

support, from the venue, food and accommodation of the 

teams and guests.

Q: Are you happy with the outcome of the 17th 

WUGC?

A: Very, very satisfied. Especially with FESSAP and FISU 

officials. Hats off to them.

Q: Do you consider the hosting of FESSAP and the 

Philippines a success?

A: Very successful because of our hospitality.

Q: Is there a possibility for the Philippines to host 

another FISU event?

A: Last night, I was with David and Paulo Ferreira (FISU 

Director of World University Championships). We were not 

only talking about hosting one sport but the entire 

Universiade. We are looking at hosting the Universiade in 

2019, 2020 or 2021. The venues will be a problem though. 

To host an international multi-sport event is no joke. 

Incidentally, we are working to have the Philippine Olympic 

Committee (POC) on board. David has started to talk to 

people close to the POC. The Philippine Sports Commission 

(PSC) has already pledged support. If we can have both POC 

and PSC on board, then hosting the Universiade will be a lot 

easier.

Q: What’s next for FESSAP in relation to FISU?

A: FESSAP will continue to support FISU through 

participation in an event in Italy. It will continue to host FISU 

events whenever possible. As I said, the Universiade might 

be the next big thing for FESSAP.

17th WUGC Organizing Committee Chairman Marius Aseron (left) and FISU Golf Technical Director 
Dominic Wall of Australia with the top three winners in the men’s individual event. (FESSAP PHOTO)



HAI NAM ISABELLA LEUNG: 
HONG KONG’S BEST BET

HONG Kong’s Hei Nam Isabella Leung was playing 

consistently in the first three rounds but she lost her touch 

in the crucial fourth round, enabling Korean Dasom Ma to 

win the women’s individual gold medal. 

Leung finished tied for fifth and sixth place with Chinese 

Taipei’s Cheng-Hsuan Shih at 293, nine shots behind the 

champion.

Get to know more about Leung, who sat down with Eric 

Dimzon for an exclusive interview.

Q: When did you start playing golf?

A: I started playing golf when I was eight. 

Q: How did you become a member of the team for 

the 17th World University Golf Championship?

A: I am one of the three players who got the best results 

during the elimination in Hong Kong.

Q: Is this your first time to visit the Philippines?

A: No, this is my third time in the Philippines.

Q: Is the 17th WUGC your first international 

competition?

A: No, I have played several times in international 

tournaments before.

Q: You look so young to be a veteran in international 

golf tournaments. How old are you?

A: I am 22 years old.

Q: How do you find the weather in the Philippines?

A: Hot. It is very hot here.

Q: Is the weather affecting your performance?

A: Not really, because in Hong Kong, we do have hot 

weather in summer as well. 

Q: Pampanga is known as the food capital of the 

Philippines. Have you tried any Filipino food?

A: I haven’t tried your food but I really like your fruits though. 

They are so good.

Q: What are your immediate plans as far as being a 

golfer is concerned?

A: I plan to turn professional by the end of the year. I will 

play in the Asian Games in August and the World Amateur 

Golf Championship in September.

Q: What are your expectations for the Asian Games in 

Indonesia?

A: I am hoping for a Top 5 finish in the team event. That is 

the goal. The Asian Games is tough. I’ll be happy to just see 

us play our best.

Q: You studied marine biology in the United States. Do 

you plans of becoming a full-time marine biologist?

A: Well, I will see how golf goes. I’ll try it for a couple of 

years and see how it goes.

Hong Kong’s Hei Nam Isabella Leung in action. (FESSAP PHOTO)
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